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Office Action Summary 


Application No. 

09/884,551 


Examin r 

Tony G Soohoo 


Applicant(s) 

COSMAN ET AL. 


Art Unit 

1723 


- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on th c v rsh et with th correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)[3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 21 December 2002 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)[X] This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 21 3. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) (XI Claim(s) 1-24 and 26-32 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) Q Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) S Claim(s) 1-10.12-22 and 26-31 is/are rejected. 

7) [3 Claim(s) 11.23 and 32 is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
11 )□ The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved □)□ disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

1 3) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)DAII b)Q Some*c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3-D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) D The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 

Attachment(s) 

1 ) S Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) Paper No(s). 


2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

3) |El Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) £5. 6) □ Other: 


U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PTO-326 (Rev. 04-01) 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Election/Restrictions 

1 . Applicant's election without traverse of Group I in Paper No. 7 is acknowledged. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Note with regards to the final intended use of the liquid concentrate prepared by the process in manufacture of plastic 
parts, whereby the body of the claims do not limit the use of the concentrate in any other operation by positively 
reciting a step of introducing the concentrate into a plastic material, the final intended use of the composition 
produced by the process is denied patentable consideration and limitation to the process claims. 

3. Claims 1,6, 12-13, 18, and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Hotchkiss, III 5469068 (Hotchkiss). 

With regards to the method claims, the Hotchkiss reference teaches 
A) preparing liquid intermediates to be placed in tint meter stations 32a, 32b, 32c at a 
factory which known in the art of paint composition and mixing includes tint pigments, 
carrier liquid such as solvent and stabilizer components (refer to application claims 
6,13), and B) producing the tints so that each tint is of known and standardized 
characteristics, C) transferring the standardized liquid intermediates to a remote location 
for feed into the tint meter stations 32a, 32b, 32c at the dispensing point of the store, 
and D) dispensing the liquid intermediates to produce a liquid concentrate blend of a 
particular color formula into a bag 22 for later addition to a base paint whereby the 
concentrate is mixed to the final paint composition. 
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With regards to claim 12 note that a formula of step D) may be considered as the 
color choice by the consumer from a paint chip sample brochure/ swag catalog whereby 
the formulae is based so that it may match the chosen paint chip sample or to a swag of 
material to match chosen fabrics in a room design. 

With regards to claim 24, note that the formula of step B) may be considered as a 
color choice of the end users of a marketing department of a paint company or 
automotive paint division of color paint requirements in response to consumer marketing 
analysis of consumer trends to color choices for the next "model" year for paint sales or 
for car sales. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4, The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 2-5, 7, 14-17, 19, 26, 28, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Hotchkiss, III 5469068 in view of Haaser et al 5938080. 

Hotchkiss, III 5469068 discloses all of the recited subject matter as defined within 
the scope of the claims with the exception of 

1 ) the method step and apparatus to provide a gravimetric formula and thus 
gravimetric dispensing of the intermediate liquid from the tint meter stations 32a, 32b, 
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32c, and 2) the computer control of the dispensing and provision of the formula into the 
computer to control the dispensing. 

The patent to Haaser teaches that pigments may be dispensed using a weigh 
scale 68 control step and means thus providing a gravimetric dispensing of the tint in 
response to a PC computer control with the desired formula in the PC programmed by 
keyboard or remotely, column 4, lines 56-58. Additionally, it is old and well known in the 
art that a PC may be programmed (formula) locally (keyboard) or programmed at a 
remote location using (floppy disk data transfer, internet, LAN connections). 

In view of the teaching of Haaser that one may use a PC and weigh scale for a 
gravimetric control and dispensing of colorant for a mixture for a more precise control 
blend of the final product via the use of a more efficient PC control via a local console 
78 or remote location programming of the dispensing of the material from a formula, it is 
deemed that it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the 
dispense control of the Hotchkiss tint meter stations 32a, 32b, 32c to use a weigh scale 
with programmable PC control for a more convenient and precise control of the tint 
blend so as to obtain a more precise and consistent color match of the concentrate in 
the bag 22. 

6. Claims 8-10, and 20-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Hotchkiss, III 5469068 in view of Haaser et al 5938080 as applied to 
claims 7 and 19, respectively above, and further in view of Corbin et al 2848019. 

Hotchkiss, III 5469068 in view of Haaser et al 5938080 discloses all of the recited 
subject matter as defined within the scope of the claims with the exception of the step 
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of mixing the liquid intermediates prior to the dispensing of the components to the 
concentrate mixture. 

The patent to Corbin teaches that a plural supply of different colorant 24, 24, 24, 
each may have an agitator 100, 102, 101 which may be operated continuously to 
prevent settling of the pigments thus the solids are recirculated within each reservoirs 
24. 

In view of Corbin that it is advantageous to provide a means and step of having 
have an agitator 100, 102, 101 which may be operated continuously to prevent settling 
of the pigments thus the solids are recirculated within each tint supply reservoirs 24 it is 
deemed that it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to provide 
method and device of Hotchkiss's the tint metering device a step of continuously mixing 
the supply of the tint prior to dispensing into the concentrate bag containers, so that the 
tint is more uniform so that a more precise and consistent color blend is obtained. 

7. Claims 27, 29, 30, and 31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Hotchkiss, III 5469068 in view of Haaser et al 5938080 as applied to 
claims 28, respectively above, and further in view of Yauk et al 5153825. 

Hotchkiss, III 5469068 in view of Haaser et al 5938080 discloses all of the recited 
subject matter as defined within the scope of the claims with the exception of the 
device having a library of formula stored in the computer. 

The patent to Yauk teaches that one may have a library of colors formula stored 
in a computer whereby one may choose, the colors and supply tints are monitored. 
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In view of the teaching of Yauk that one may have a computer formula library and 
management of system in the production of paint tints and paint usage, it is deemed 
that it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to provide for the tint 
meter device of Hotchkiss with a computer formula library and management of system 
in the production of paint tints and additionally provide for the monitoring of tint usage so 
that the device of Hotchkiss may be easily provide for the management providing paint 
formula and usage of paint tints in the device so that the operation of the device is more 
efficient. 


Allowable Subject Matter 

8. Claims 1 1 , 23, and 32 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The following disclose liquid colorant of plastic materials: Maguire 
6007236, Shimoda 5225210, Campo et al 5723517, and 5559173, Tsukahara et al 
5116547, Jakob 3814388. 

10. Rushing et al 5823670 teaches the provision of a concentrate material produced 
to be brought to a work site 10 whereby another concentrate blend is made on site. 
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1 1 . The following disclose methods of obtaining a colorant tint: Para 4225248, 
Rjossetti 4705083, Miller 4813785, Logan et al 2923438, Falcoff et al 4403866, Retamal 
et al 6494608, Harrison et al, Boers 6053218, Yon et al 6507824, Graf et al 6349300, 

12. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tony G Soohoo whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
2882. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:00 AM - 5:00 PM, Tues, - FrL The 
fax phone numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned 
are (703) 872-9310 for regular communications and (703) 872-931 1 for After Final 
communications. Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this 
application or proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone 
number is (703) 308-0661 . 



Tony G Soohoo 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1723 


tgs 


